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How we gonna pay? Last year s rent?

Zoom in as they burn the past to the ground

And feel the heat of the future s glow

When they act tough, you call their bluff

We re not gonna pay last year s rent!
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There is no future, there is no past

Thank God this moment’s not the last

There’s only us, there’s only this

Forget regret, or life is yours to miss

No other road, no other way

No day but today
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M Dr. Tim Greer
(BEIZaz=—vaveyy—- g
At Kobe University many of the professors will give you an opportunity to

learn English in English. Eventually you will start to think in English and won’t

have to translate back to Japanese as much, something that can slow down your
fluency. A class delivered completely in English may be difficult at first, but you
should try to see it as an opportunity to experience a study-abroad classroom

environment without having to leave the country.

B

In my English Communication classes, the focus is on academic discussion

skills. You will usually find us sitting in pairs or small groups, talking about all sorts
of debate-worthy topics, including body image, employment aspirations, bullying and share-housing. Often we

start by talking about a picture, working through a list of questions, or viewing a short movie clip of someone

P
3
£
I
S
B

answering a similar question in natural English. We also use YouTube to listen to popular English songs that are
relevant to the themes of the day, which is a great way to pick up new vocabulary. Depending on the activity,

we also sometimes use iPads in class to make the discussions even more meaningful. An exam in such classes

never involves writing responses on paper—it is more likely to consist of a video-recorded discussion, role-play
or presentation.

I also teach in the ACE program, a streamed course of classes in the Fall semester that challenges first-year
students with strong English skills to take their academic English to the next level. ACE stands for Accelerated
Course in English. The capstone event for this program is a student conference that takes place at the end of
January. There the participants present in English at their first ever academic conference. In the third quarter
they choose a topic and research it by writing summaries of academic articles they have found. In the fourth
quarter those summaries become the basis for a literature review they write for their English Literacy class and
a presentation they deliver in their ACE English Communication class. Along the way, students also develop a
host of other skills that are integral to university life, such as how to cite papers in APA or how to find articles
on Google Scholar.

All of these accomplishments come together through the process of organizing the student conference, an
event that inducts students into the life of a scholar. In order to achieve this, the ACE program is coordinated
across classes and follows a core syllabus that is implemented by a highly qualified team of native English
teachers.

Whether you are in the ACE program or any of the university’s other English classes, the most important
thing to bring to class is a positive, enthusiastic attitude. We are looking for students who are willing to try to
speak English, not students who expect to speak it perfectly every time. Active learning means that you should
not just patiently wait to be told what to do or what to learn, but you should instead take an active interest in

discovering what you want to learn and then work to make that a goal of your own.
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Hl Cynthia QUINN
(EIRR ARSRILED - ST HE)

Many might assume
that an English literacy
class would have a
quiet, individually-
oriented atmosphere,
considering that
reading and writing
are primarily solitary
activities. Certainly,
becoming a good reader and writer in a foreign
language requires a lot of individual study and hard
work, but this "work" can also be accomplished in
a social way.

For example, in my Literacy courses, students
typically read passages and write summaries
at home, and then come to class to share and
confirm the reading's content in groups. As the
teacher, I expect students to tell me which parts
they do not understand, and we all work together
to comprehend the full text through discussion.
In addition to reviewing the ideas presented in a
text, students conduct online research to expand
their knowledge of the reading's themes and
cultural points as well as of the language used,
such as exploring important and/or high frequency
vocabulary. Finally, students participate in group
discussions to share their thoughts in response to
readings and to prepare for writing these reactions
in essay form. This final step is a good opportunity
for students to connect the reading content with
their personal values, beliefs, and experiences.

Overall, you can expect an English literacy
classroom to be a place where students exchange
ideas and take an active, communicative role in the

reading and writing process.

B Andrew SOWTER

CBERZED - T ERR)

Learning English at t

university is mandatory,
this means every student
must take English courses.
However, because every
student is different they
approach this obligation
with different attitudes,
different skill levels and
different goals. Some

students will love English, some will just want to
just pass the course, some will value the knowledge
and language skills they gain while others might not
see any value. What I aim do in my courses is to
offer every student more than just the opportunity
to improve their English skills, I hope to provide
them with presentation skills, research skills, writing
skills, ITC skills and practice working with others
on collaborative projects. These are all transportable
skills that will be useful in your future studies or
careers.

In my communication and productive English
classes, you will learn presentation skills and talk in
groups about various interesting global topics. You will
be required to use technology in class and outside of
class for research and lesson materials. The emphasis
for assessment will not be on your initial English level
but instead on how hard you try to communicate
with others in class and your individual effort to
improve your English. Similarly, in the Literacy
classes, you will do a lot of reading but there will also
be a lot discussion about the books you read. The aim
of this course is that regardless of your reading and
writing skill when you enter the course you will have
improved by the time you finish the course.

At the end of my courses I hope that every
student will have enjoyed the course and improved
their English, but also that they will have learned
other useful skills that they can use in their future
studies or careers.
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DRAGOM

77 EIZEERD D FRAH, HUB & @
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